
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2020 Westfield Area YMCA 



 

 

2      Westfield Area YMCA | 2020 Annual Report 

DEAR WESTFIELD AREA YMCA MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

2020 presented a series of unique and critical challenges to our organization, our members, and the 

community at-large.  The COVID-19 pandemic shut our doors completely March 16 through June 14, 

with limited programs and capacities through the rest of 2020.  In a time of uncertainty, one thing 

was certain.  The Y was here for the community. 

During the closure, we supported the community with ðbusy bagsñ for child care families, held food 

and clothing drives, and offered remote classes. When we were permitted to bring back in-person 

programs and services, the lights (and Zoom cameras) were on, and the Y was able to fulfill its role as 

a center of our community. 

Many members stayed engaged with us and helped mitigate the financial impact of our doors being 

closed by donating to the Operations Recovery Fund.   

Safety was, and is, our #1 priority. We reopened our doors and brought back facilities, programs and 

services as permitted while meeting or exceeding state and CDC health and safety regulations and 

guidelines.  All Westfield Area YMCA facilities have Global Plasma Solutions Needlepoint Bi-Polar 

Ionization Air Quality Systems with proven effectiveness inactivating the COVID-19 virus. 

Hindsight is 20/20, and in our look back over the past year, we clearly see the commitment, flexibility, 

support, and community spirit that helped us shine a light on what was a dark and uncertain time for 

individuals and families. 

We are proud of our positive impact despite the challenges and humbled by the support and 

commitment of our donors, volunteers, members, staff and the community during these 

unprecedented times. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark E. Elsasser Dominic DiGiorgio 

President & CEO Chair, Board of Directors 

Mark E. Elsasser Dominic DiGiorgio 



 

 

MANAGEMENT STAFF 
Executive 

Mark E. Elsasser, President and CEO 

Cheryl Amatelli, Chief Financial Officer 

Clark Lagemann, Senior Vice President of Operations/COO 

Susan Morton, Vice President of Operations 
 

Administrative and Program 
Amanda Aguirre 

Senior Director of Member Services  

Carolyn White Bartolick 
School Age Child Care Director 

Christopher Cipolla 
Competitive Aquatics Director 

Bonnie Cohen 
Communications & Development Director 

Kathy Dawson 
Director of Administration 

Rob Faggiano 
Aquatics Director 

Greg Hatzisavvas 
Senior Director of Member & Wellness Engagement 

Shannon Jackson 
Garwood Family Center YMCA Director 

Maureen Martin 
Human Resources Director 

Melinda McHale 
Associate Director of School Age Child Care and Camp 

Eileen Rooney 
Director of Early Childhood Services 

Michelle Serafin 
Associate Director of Human Resources 

Ken Steeber III 
Director of Technology Management 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Officers 

Dominic DiGiorgio, Board Chair 

Morgan OóBrien, Treasurer 

Darielle Walsh, Secretary and Past Chair 

John Cronin, Past Chair 

Sheilah OóHalloran, Past Chair 

Nicholas Dovidio, Past Chair 

Mark Swingle, Past Chair 

Stephen Murphy, Past Chair 

Robert Weldon, Past Chair 
 

Members 
Peter Burtness 

Kristy Catlin 

Charles DeAngelis 

Kevin Fitzpatrick 

Mariella Foley 

Scott Gleason 

Mark Grinis 

Main Facility  
220 Clark Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

 

Early Learning  
Center YMCA 
170 Elm Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

Robert and Virginia Bauer 
Family Branch YMCA 
422 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Garwood Family  
Center YMCA 
500 East Street 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

Administrative  
Support Offices  
111 Ferris Place 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Additional Program Sites: 

Cranford: Cranford Community Center 

Garwood: Fire House, Washington School 

Mountainside: Beechwood School, Deerfield School, 
Mountainside Recreation Center 

Westfield: First Baptist Church of Westfield, Sunrise Senior 
Living, Westfield Memorial Pool, Manor Park Pool, Westfield 
Senior Housing, Westfield Public Schools: Lincoln, Tamaques, 
McKinley, Jefferson, Wilson, Washington, Roosevelt, Edison, 
Westfield High School 

Other: A variety of outdoor parks and fields 
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WHO AND WHERE WE ARE 

Bob John 

Steven Ketcham 

Frank Krause 

Adele Lewis 

David Rehrer 

Jane Rey 

Mark Rhodes 

Carl Salisbury 

John H. Schmidt, Jr. 

Harold Star 

Robert Trenery 

James Ward 

Greg Weaver 

William West 
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¶ Westfield Area YMCA is closed by 
government mandate 

¶ Almost all staff furloughed 

¶ All memberships are put on hold until 
members choose to reactivate  

MARCH 16 

APRIL - MAY 

JUNE 

¶ Clothing drive benefiting the Y financial assistance program 
fills six trucks! 

¶ Early Learning Center YMCA opens with sanitizing 
procedures, masks and small class size for social distancing 

¶ T-Ball, Tae Kwon Do, Devilfish (dryland), and Flyers Track 
Club offer summer programs 

¶ Staff brought back as needed to run programs 

¶ Established Operations Recovery Fund and applied for a variety 
of government, corporate and foundation grants  

¶ Applied for and awarded Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan 

¶ Food Pantry donations accepted in Main Y vestibule 

¶ Full Day Kindergarten continues to meet virtually on a daily basis  

¶ On-demand fitness classes offered through Y-USA 

¶ ðBusy Bagsñ available for porch pickup for preschoolers and 
school-age children 

JULY-AUGUST 

¶ Main Y Lobby renovations begin 

¶ Traditional camps, personal training, lap swimming begin 

¶ Additional staff brought back based on program expansion 

¶ Swim lessons and outdoor fitness classes added 

¶ Devilfish get back in the water 

¶ One racquetball court converted into cardio room for 
social distancing 

SEPTEMBER 

¶ Indoor health & wellness facilities begin to reopen by reservation  

¶ Indoor fitness classes added to outdoor and virtual options  

¶ School year begins for preschool and kindergarten  

¶ School-age child care offers supervised remote learning and an afterschool program 
to complement the public schools hybrid schedule 

OCTOBERîDECEMBER 

¶ Operations Recovery Fund generates donations   
from hundreds of new donors 

¶ Fitness areas open at 25% capacity 

¶ Reserve-a-hoop added in November 

¶ Indoor sports classes resume with social distancing 


